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Art Unit: 2755 



Via Fa csimile 
(703) 305-9731 



Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 



OFFICIAL 



RESPONSE TO EXAMINER'S REQUEST 

Madam: 

In response to a request from Examiner Lao concerning the two preliminary 
amendments that have been filed in the present application, Applicant respectfully submits 
that the present application filed January 14, 1998 was meant to be filed as a Continued 
Prosecution Application under 37 C.F.R. 1.53(d). However, due to the change in 
procedures from Rule 60/62 applications to Rule 1.53(b)/ 1.53(d) applications, the present 
application was mistakenly filed under the wrong section as a new 1.53(b) utility 
application. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the present 
application under the rules of a Continued Prosecution Application, which reflects the true 
intent of the Applicant. 

Furthermore, Applicant believes that if the Examiner considers this application 
under the rules of a CPA, the Preliminary Amendments filed January 14, 1998 and June 
24, 1998 will be more understandable. The Preliminary Amendment dated January 14, 
1998 was identified by the parent serial number and filing date, which is consistent with the 
guidelines of a CPA application. This Amendment was responsive to the Office Action 
dated October 14, 1997 in the parent application. The second Preliminary Amendment 
dated June 24, 1998 (identified by the current serial number and filing date) was filed to 
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cancel claims that had been previously restricted from the parent application. Applicant 
submits that both Preliminary Amendments belong in the present application. 

If the Examiner has any questions or comments, Applicant respectfully requests that 
the Examiner contact the undersigned by telephone. 

If any fee is due for this response, please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2666. 



R&g. No. 31,195 

12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90025-1026 
(408) 720-8598 



CFRTIVTCAT E OF TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that ihis correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to die Patent and Trademark Office on: 
Date or Transmission February 8. 2000 

Connie Thayer 

(Typed or printed name of person transmitting paper) 



Respectfully submitted, 



BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN 



Date: 




2000 




(Signature of person transmitting paper) 
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Facsimile Transmittal Sheet 
Date: 2/8/2000 



Deliver to Examiner: Sue Lao 



J 



Fax No, (703) 305*9731 



FROM BSTZ: 

Attorney: James C. Scheller, Jr. 
Reg- No.: 31,195 
Phone No. (408) 720-8598 
Operator: Connie Thayer 
Page 1 of a 



U.S. PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Art Unit: 2755 
Serial No.: 09/007,019 
Filing Date: January 14, 1998 
Our Ref No.: 04860.P0686C2 



Messag e: 
Examiner Lao: 

Please see the attached Response to Examiner's Request concerning the preliminary 
amendments that have been filed in the present application. 



CQNFIPKNTIAUTY NOTE 

The documents accompanying this facsimile transmission contain information from the law firm of Blakely Sokoloff 
Taylor & Zafman which Is confidential or privileged. The information is intended to be for the use of the individual or 
entity named on this transmission sheet If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or use of the contents of this faxed information is prohibited. If you have received this facsimile 
in error, please notify us by telephone immediately so that we can arrange for the retrieval of the original documents 
at no cost to you. 

IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY DIFFICULTY IN RECEIVING THE ABOVE PAGES, PLEASE CALL (408) 720-859B AND 
ASK FOR THE OPERATOR NAMED ABOVE. 



Certificate of Facsimile Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by facsimile to the Patent 
and Trademarks Office in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.6(d), on P/ft/gnnn 



Signature 



Date 



